
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

APRIL 14, 2020 UPDATE 

 

 A very brief update this afternoon, due to the City Council meeting this evening, but Coryell 
County reported its first COVID-19 related death today.  The victim was a male resident of 
Copperas Cove, in his 70’s with underlying health conditions.  The Coryell County Emergency 
Management Coordinator is reporting 43 total cases in Coryell County which includes 16 
offenders in TDCJ facilities in Gatesville.  As of this morning’s County-wide conference call, the 
number of confirmed cases within the City limits remains at three, with three additional 
confirmed cases just outside the City limits. Please remember the importance of social 
distancing, minimize the potential for in-person contact with someone outside your residence, 
and strongly consider following the CDC guidance on masks – and wear them whenever you are 
in public.  Fort Hood and Travis County are now requiring everyone wear a mask when out in 
public. 

 McLennan County is reporting 74 confirmed cases (+2 from yesterday) with three total deaths, 
and Bell County is reporting a total of 100 confirmed cases with three deaths.  Statewide, there 
are now 14,799 (an increase of nearly 700 from yesterday) confirmed cases with 336 deaths.  The 
majority of deaths have occurred in the major urban areas, with the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
experiencing 94 deaths, the Houston area reporting 64 deaths, the San Antonio area reporting 39 
deaths, and Travis/Williamson Counties reporting 15 deaths. 

 On a very positive note, the Fort Hood Garrison Commander (Colonel Wesbrock) announced this 
afternoon that there had been no confirmed cases of COVID-19 at North Fort Hood despite all 
demobilizing Reserve Component Soldiers being quarantined upon return for two weeks. 

 We will be watching for Governor Abbot’s anticipated executive order later this week - that will 
detail his strategy to reignite business in the state, but reopening the Texas economy will be a 
“slow process” guided by public health concerns. The Governor also told reporters to expect an 
announcement this week on whether schools will remain closed for the rest of the school year. 
Abbott previously ordered them closed until May 4. 

 Just a reminder that the Central Texas Council of Governments (CTCOG) has a program for 
home-delivered meals for seniors age 60 and older impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  This 
initiative is being made possible by a Department of Health and Human Services grant.  Seniors 
requesting Home Delivered Meals should contact Hill Country Community Action at 866-372-5167 
extension 227 to begin the intake process. 

 City Hall is closed to the public, although our employees are still at work to assist residents by 
telephone, email, and online services ONLY.  Limited exceptions for on-site appointments may 
also be granted by contacting the specific department. Contact information for all City services 
is available on the City website at https://www.ci.gatesville.tx.us/ 

 Please continue to be safe and stay home unless you are doing something absolutely essential. 

Bill Parry 

City Manager 
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