
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

APRIL 13, 2020 UPDATE 

 

 Over the weekend, the number of confirmed cases in Coryell County has now risen to 20 (you 
may have seen a higher number cited by the Department of State Health Services which includes 
TDCJ offenders) – and the number of confirmed cases within the City limits is now three, with 
three additional confirmed cases just outside the City limits. Please continue to social distance 
and minimize the potential for in-person contact with someone outside your residence.  Health 
authorities are strongly recommending that residents follow the CDC guidance on masks – and 
wear them whenever you are in public.  During a quick outing for groceries on Saturday, I noted 
that most people and employees were not wearing any covering on their face.  The mask isn’t so 
much to protect you, but rather to protect others you come in contact with in case you are 
carrying the virus but are asymptomatic. 

 McLennan County is reporting 72 confirmed cases, with one additional death (bringing the total 
to 3), and Bell County is reporting a total of 97 confirmed cases with three deaths.  Statewide, 
there are now 14,011 confirmed cases with 299 deaths – an increase of 34% confirmed cases and 
a 46% increase in deaths over just the past four days. 

 During a press conference this morning, Governor Abbot stated he will be issuing an executive 
order – perhaps later this week - that will detail his strategy to reignite business in the state, but 
reopening the Texas economy will be a “slow process” guided by public health concerns. The 
Governor also told reporters to expect an announcement this week on whether schools will 
remain closed for the rest of the school year. Abbott previously ordered them closed until May 4. 

 On Thursday, the Central Texas Council of Governments (CTCOG) announced a new program for 
home-delivered meals for seniors age 60 and older impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  This 
initiative is being made possible by a Department of Health and Human Services grant.  Seniors 
requesting Home Delivered Meals should contact Hill Country Community Action at 866-372-5167 
extension 227 to begin the intake process. 

 Coryell Health announced today that rehabilitation therapy continues for patients in need.  You 
can read the press release at: https://nearsay.com/c/868181/165756/rehabilitation-therapy-
continues-for-patients-in-need?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LV-
Email-Newsletter&utm_term=165754-
coryell%20Health%20&utm_content=Rehabilitation%20Therapy%20Continues%20for%20Patients
%20in%20Need 

 City Hall is closed to the public, although our employees are still at work to assist residents by 
telephone, email, and online services ONLY.  Limited exceptions for on-site appointments may 
also be granted by contacting the specific department. Contact information for all City services 
is available on the City website at https://www.ci.gatesville.tx.us/ 

 The City’s “Stay-At-Home order” which specifically clarifies “Essential Services” in accordance 
with the Governor’s Executive Order is also posted on the City’s website at 
https://www.ci.gatesville.tx.us/  

 There is a lot of discussion and speculation regarding when Central Texas will hit the “peak” – 
given that less than 0.5 percent of the population of Texas has been tested for COVID-19, I think 
that is impossible to predict.  I will close by thanking you for doing your best to prevent this 
scourge from overwhelming Gatesville; please continue to be safe and stay home unless you are 
doing something absolutely essential. 

Bill Parry 

City Manager 
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