
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

APRIL 3, 2020 UPDATE 

 
 A very brief update tonight in order to tell you what I know – there is still just one confirmed 
case in Coryell County.  McLennan County is reporting 49 confirmed cases (+1 from yesterday) and 
Bell County is reporting 51 confirmed cases (+5 from yesterday – 2 from Temple, 2 from Killeen, and 
1 from Belton).  There have been 2 deaths (one from McLennan and one from Bell Counties) in our 
area to date. 
 As of today, there are 4,669 confirmed cases in Texas with 70 deaths.  Only a week ago, 
Texas was reporting 24 deaths, so nearly a 200% increase the past week.  While the numbers in 
Texas pale compared to other states, it is still not a good news story. 
 On Tuesday, Governor Abbott issued Executive Order GA-14 which extended the social 
gathering restrictions until April 30th, and ordered that all schools remain closed until Monday, May 
4th, subject to being extended further.  While the Governor adopted the Department of Homeland 
Security’s list of “Essential Services” he did not impose a State-wide “shelter-in-place” order.  The 
Governor encouraged residents of Texas to “avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants, and food 
courts, or visiting gyms, massage establishments, tattoo studios, piercing studios, or cosmetology 
salons.”  Additionally, he did not prohibit people from accessing essential services, visiting parks, 
or engaging in physical activity “so long as necessary precautions are maintained…and to minimize 
in-person contact with people who are not of the same household.” 
 In an attempt to clarify the information reported yesterday about a confirmed positive test at 
Coryell Health, that individual is not a resident of Coryell County but the test was administered here; 
that individual is currently self-quarantined at their residence. 
 It is impossible to predict what orders/directives will come from the President or the 
Governor, but Texas is one of a few states that have not imposed a statewide “stay at home” 
directive, and the numbers are certainly not decreasing in Texas. 
 The City has not issued a “shelter in place” directive for the City of Gatesville at the current 
time.  Nail salons and beauty and barber shops were closed effective at midnight last night by the 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation not by the City or County. 
 We are by no means close to the peak – either nationally, statewide, or locally of this 
pandemic.  I strongly encourage you to heed the Governor’s advice to minimize in-person contact.  
That means giving serious consideration as to whether venturing out of your residence is really 
“essential”.  I am confident that COVID-19 is present in Gatesville even though there may not be any 
confirmed cases in the City at this minute.  There is an increased probability that you (and your 
household) could become infected – or you could infect someone else. To decrease the risk, please 
stay at home unless it is truly” essential”.  
 I am reviewing the City’s policies and procedures to determine if any of those need to be 
adjusted in light of the current situation.  If changes are necessary, and after approval by the City 
Council, I will provide that information in a future update. 
 Again, continue to stay safe – don’t go out unless you absolutely have to and thanks for what 
you are doing to ensure that we can all enjoy our freedom as adults.  The City continues to operate 
in accordance with information that we have distributed previously, and will do so until we are 
directed to do something else. 
 
Bill Parry 
City Manager 


