
    CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)   

MARCH 18, 2020 UPDATE 

 

As of today, there are 7,323 confirmed cases of COVID 19 in the U.S. – 134 confirmed cases in 

Texas, with two deaths.  There were 3 presumed positives in Bell County, potentially 5 more 

in Waco (all travel-related) and one in McGregor. 

During our regional teleconference this afternoon, Coryell Health reported that they have 

tested 19 possible cases; 17 of those have come back “negative” with two “pending”.  So, 

while the results have been favorable for Coryell County, and Gatesville specifically, it is 

clear that the virus is “on our doorstep”.  The Gatesville ISD Superintendent indicated he will 

make an announcement regarding school sometime tomorrow. 

The Prevention procedures we posted on our website are still the best option to keeping 

healthy – if you feel ill, stay home.  If you are experiencing high fever, coughing, difficulty 

breathing, etc. call the Coryell Health Respiratory Hotline at (254)248-6263, or your primary 

care provider – and follow their instructions.  Wash your hands, use hand sanitizer, and keep 

a safe social distance from others. 

As I reported yesterday, and given the number of presumed positives in McLennan County, it 

is difficult, but prudent, to ask our residents to sacrifice a little more in the short term until we 

are past this pandemic.  After consulting with the Mayor and City Council, I have decided to 

modify the operations at the Gatesville Public Library effective at 6:00 p.m. this evening.  The 

Library will still be staffed, but there will be no public access to the facility.  Rest assured, 

residents will still have access to ebooks and eaudios using the Library’s website: 

www.ci.gatesville.tx.us/library  Beginning tomorrow (March 19th) Library staff will provide 

“curbside” drop-off and pick-up for you to access the Library’s current hard-copy holdings.  

Please call the Library (254)865-5367 to arrange a time to meet you in front of the Library.  

Again, these procedures are consistent with those implemented by many of the municipal 

libraries in our region, and allows the City to protect not only you our residents but the 

Library staff as well. 

In keeping with the President’s request to limit public gatherings to 10 people or less, the City 

Council has approved my recommendation to close the Gatesville Civic Center until the 

threat of transmission of the Coronavirus has passed.  If you have an event booked in the 

Civic Center in the near term, please contact Cheri Shepherd so we can either get your event 

re-booked, or your deposit refunded. 

I know this may be an inconvenience to some, but to keep our residents and employees safe, 

it is the right thing to do.  This is consistent with the guidance we have received from the 

County, State, and Federal governmental leaders and complying with these steps is the most 

proactive thing we can do to “flatten the curve.” 

I appreciate your continued understanding and patience as we work our way through this. 

 

Bill Parry 

City Manager 

http://www.ci.gatesville.tx.us/library

