
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 
APRIL 6, 2020 UPDATE 

 
• A very brief update tonight in order to update you what I know.  I want to thank you for what you 

are doing to minimize the impact of COVID-19 on Gatesville.  There are now nine confirmed 
cases in Coryell County – none of which are from Gatesville.  Please continue to social distance 
and minimize the potential for in-person contact with someone outside your residence.  That is 
the only way we will beat this.  I clearly understand that not everyone is following those simple 
measures of distancing and sanitation; if you don’t feel comfortable addressing that directly with 
them, I would encourage you to bring that to the attention of the facility manager. 

• McLennan County is reporting 56 confirmed cases and Bell County reported an additional 10 
cases today (bringing their total to 68) and their second death.  Statewide, there are 7,374 
confirmed cases with 145 deaths – but those numbers are expected to increase significantly over 
the next two weeks. 

• During a Countywide conference call on Friday morning, Coryell Health emphasized that if you 
have been told by your physician that as a result of your symptoms, or if you are waiting on test 
results to self-isolate at your residence, that is a “shelter-in-place” directive for you and every 
member of your immediate household.  Please follow those instructions to eliminate any 
possibility that you or a family member may spread the virus to someone else in the community.  
Please read more at https://nearsay.com/c/864074/165756/to-be-in-this-together-we-must-stay-
apart?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LV-Email-Newsletter&utm_term=165754-
Coryell%20Health%20&utm_content=To%20be%20in%20this%20together%2C%20we%20must-
%20stay%20apart%3F 

• I encourage you to seek ways to stay safe while shopping for essential needs. HEB in Gatesville 
has announced that Favor, a grocery delivery service, is currently available to senior customers 
aged 60+ in Gatesville. A $10 tip covers the cost of having a Favor driver shop for your requested 
items and deliver them to you. The easiest way to use the service is to download the Favor app 
on your phone or go to www.favordelivery.com where you'll be able to shop and pay by credit 
card. Your groceries will be delivered to your door. Alternatively, you may call your order in at 1-
833-397-0080, but be aware that the phone lines may have a wait time. Several local restaurants 
are offering delivery service on their own or through a delivery service. I also encourage you to 
call ahead to any business where you need to make a purchase. Many are allowing customers to 
place an order by phone and will bring your items to your car on arrival.  

• I am reviewing the City’s policies and procedures to determine if any of those need to be 
adjusted in light of the current situation.  If changes are necessary, and after approval by the City 
Council, I will provide that information in a future update.  While City Hall currently remains open, 
I would encourage you to consider other options for paying your utility bill or court fines – mail, 
the drop box in front of City Hall, or calling City Hall to pay by credit card over the phone are all 
good options – and you help me keep our City employees safe. 

• We are by no means close to the peak – either nationally, statewide, or locally of this pandemic.  I 
strongly encourage you to heed the Governor’s advice to minimize in-person contact.  That 
means giving serious consideration as to whether venturing out of your residence is really 
“essential”.  To decrease the risk, please stay at home unless it is truly” essential”.  

• Again, continue to stay safe – don’t go out unless you absolutely have to and thanks for what 
you are doing to ensure that we can all enjoy our freedom as adults.  The City continues to 
operate in accordance with information that we have distributed previously, and will do so until 
we are directed to do something else. 

 
Bill Parry 
City Manager 
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