
    CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)   

MARCH 20, 2020 UPDATE 

 

In yesterday’s update, I mentioned the threat is real, and it is growing.  To drive that point 

home, at 12:43 p.m. today according to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center 

(https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html) there were 14,631 confirmed cases in the United 

States (and 323 deaths); three hours later those numbers had risen to 17,303 confirmed cases 

(an increase of 18.3% in only 3 hours).  Three hours ago, there were 323 confirmed cases in 

Texas; now there are 365 (a 13% increase).  KWTX is reporting that the number of confirmed 

cases in McLennan County is now 13 (double the amount yesterday) and Milam County is 

now reporting its first confirmed case. 

Obviously, some of these increases may be attributable to additional testing kits being made 

available, and while there have been no cases confirmed in Coryell County, it is not a matter 

of if, but rather when we see our first case. 

Governor Greg Abbott’s Executive Order No. GA-08 relating to COVID-19 preparedness and 

mitigation goes into effect at midnight tonight and will remain in effect for two weeks until 

midnight on April 3rd.  You can read the Governor’s EO at: 

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-issues-executive-orders-in-accordance-

with-federal-guidelines-to-mitigate-spread-of-covid-19-in-texas. To reiterate, the four key 

points are: 

 1. Every person in Texas shall avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10. 

 2. People shall avoid eating or drinking at bars, restaurants and food courts, or 

visiting gyms – however drive-thru/pickup/delivery of food from a restaurant or bar is allowed 

and highly encouraged. 

 3. People shall not visit nursing homes or retirement or long-term care facilities 

unless to provide critical assistance. 

 4. Schools shall temporarily close. 

Let’s help our local restaurants who are going to be disproportionately impacted. 

For small businesses and non-profits who are interested in obtaining working capital 
assistance to help alleviate economic injury caused by the Coronavirus (COVID-19) the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) has granted Texas’ Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) 
assistance declaration, making loans available statewide to small businesses and private, 
non-profits.  Small businesses who believe they may be eligible for an SBA EIDL should visit 
the SBA’s website where they can directly apply for assistance. The online application is the 
fastest method to receive a decision about loan eligibility. 

For additional information on Texas business-related COVID-19 resources, including a list of 
required documentation for the SBA Loan process, visit 
gov.texas.gov/business/page/coronavirus.  There is also some useful information from the 
Texas Workforce Commission for business owners. 

Again, this will pass – and it will happen faster if we work together and follow the rules. 

Bill Parry 

City Manager 
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