
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 
APRIL 30, 2020 UPDATE 

• If you watch the local news this evening, you may be startled when they report 50 new confirmed cases in 
Coryell County.  There were two more positive cases reported in Gatesville yesterday, bringing the City’s 
total to 21 confirmed cases, however the spike occurred within the TDCJ units with 46 new cases at the 
Lane Murray unit and two additional at the Woodman State Jail.  The Coryell County Emergency 
Management Coordinator is reporting 155 total cases in Coryell County (+50 since my last report on 
Monday) which includes a total of 111 TDCJ offenders.  From a regional perspective, the Department of 
State Health Services is reporting 88 (+6 since Monday) confirmed cases in McLennan County, 189 (+34) in 
Bell County, and 293 (+31) in Williamson County.   

• Governor Abbott’s Executive Order (GA-18) takes effect at 12:01 a.m. tomorrow.  Some of the key items 
that will be of interest to the residents (and business owners) of Gatesville are: 

o Retail establishments may open on Friday, but are restricted to a customer occupancy of 25% of 
capacity – if a building has a capacity of 40, that means no more than a total of 10 people inside at 
any one time.  Face coverings are strongly encouraged – but not mandatory. 

o Restaurants may open for dine-in service on Friday, but again the 25% occupancy rule applies.  
There are also several checklist items that restaurant managers will need to have in place before 
they open including tables set at least 6-feet apart; parties can be no larger than 6 people; there 
must be a hand sanitizing station for customers at the entrance; menus have to be disposable, 
one-time use only; nothing (condiments, silverware, glasses) on unoccupied tables; and 
condiments must be single serving only.  I would ask that if you opt to dine in one of our local 
restaurants on Friday that you help the owner/manager and comply with the Governor’s orders – 
these aren’t just “suggestions.” 

o Golf and tennis are permitted – but the guidance is no more than four participants and one person 
per cart if from different households. 

• Based on what I am seeing on social media, some people may be confused about specifically what GA-18 
did and didn’t do.  Governor Abbott allowed this Executive Order (which takes place tomorrow morning) 
to supersede his previous Executive Order in that it allows non-essential retail and dine-in restaurants to 
open under the 25% occupancy rule – but he did not rescind his “Stay At Home” order.  He is simply 
allowing Texans more flexibility in addition to obtaining or providing essential services to shop at a retail 
facility or eat in a restaurant, but he is very clear that if you aren’t doing one of those things, you should 
stay home.  If he didn’t specifically allow it in his order, then it isn’t permitted.  He will make a decision on 
May 15th whether he leaves things in place as they will be tomorrow, loosens some additional restrictions, 
and he was crystal clear that if there was a flare-up in confirmed cases, he could reinstate the restrictions. 

• I continue to encourage and thank those of you following the guidance and keeping yourself and others 
around you safe – all of us thank you for doing so.  Masks/face coverings are recommended, but not 
required.  A face covering protects others from you if you have COVID-19.  We are a caring community – 
right now, I can’t think of a better way to show that you care for others in Gatesville than to cover your 
face when you are in public. 

• The State will be operating a mobile testing facility at the Gatesville Civic Center on Monday.  This is not 
open to everyone – you must have an appointment to get tested.  Specific instructions (containing both a 
website and telephone number) on how to get an appointment will be released tomorrow, and the first 
opportunity to sign up will be this Sunday.  We will post that information on the website tomorrow. 

Bill Parry 
City Manager 


