
    CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)   

MARCH 17, 2020 UPDATE 

 

The nation is experiencing an increasingly complex and evolving situation with the 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic, while it appears that Gatesville has not suffered the 

onslaught that many other communities are – yet. 

As of this morning, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) was tracking 67 cases of COVID-19 

in Texas; the Texas Department of State Health Services was reporting 64.  None were 

reported in Coryell County.  Local media is reporting two presumptive cases in Bell County.  

The State also had its first COVID-19 – related death this morning in Matagorda County where 

a male in his 90’s passed away at their regional medical center. 

The City has been in contact with Coryell Health, and so far the news is encouraging – the 

samples they took and received so far have all been negative, but not all test results are in 

yet. 

The Prevention procedures we posted yesterday are still the best option to keeping healthy – 

if you feel ill, stay home.  If you are experiencing high fever, coughing, difficulty breathing, 

etc. call the Coryell Health Respiratory Hotline at (254)248-6263, or your primary care provider 

– and follow their instructions.  Wash your hands, use hand sanitizer, and keep a safe social 

distance from others. 

It is important to remember that of those who contract the COVID-19 virus, 80% will 

experience only minor symptoms and fully recover. 

It is imperative that we learn from other countries who experienced an earlier onset of this 

virus – you have heard mention of “flatten the curve”- in essence, we do not need to 

overwhelm the health care system.  Be smart; we are coming to a point where all Americans, 

including the residents of Gatesville are going to have to make sacrifices. 

After consulting with the Mayor and City Council, I have decided to close the Gatesville 

Fitness Center effective at 10:00 p.m. this evening until further notice.  Most of the national 

fitness center chains have closed their facilities, and my assessment of the risk with keeping 

ours open was that we were quickly approaching the high probability/high consequence 

level.  I know this may be an inconvenience to some, but to keep our residents and 

employees safe, it is the right thing to do. 

We have provided information to small businesses who are experiencing an economic impact 

from this pandemic.  If you are a business and are impacted, please fill out the form so we 

can ensure Coryell County is included in the Governor’s Disaster Declaration. 

I appreciate your understanding and patience as we work our way through very new territory. 

 

Bill Parry 

City Manager 


