
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 
JUNE 22, 2020 UPDATE 

• It has been awhile since I have provided a COVID-19 update – frankly because there has not been a lot of 
news to report.  You may have seen (or will see on this evening’s news) that Governor Greg Abbott held a 
press conference this afternoon at 2:00 p.m. and I wanted to share some of the key messages that he 
covered. 

• What the Governor said this afternoon is: 
o “COVID-19 is spreading at an unacceptable rate in Texas (specifically the past five days) and it 

must be corralled.” 
o At the end of May, Texas was reporting approximately 1,500 new confirmed cases per day; in the 

past five days that number has grown to 3,500 per day. 
o The positivity rate – which measures positive cases compared to the number of tests 

administered, has risen from 4.5% at the end of May to 9% in the last five days – and Johns 
Hopkins University is reporting the positivity rate in Texas is actually 10.32%.  A metric for re-
opening was a positivity rate below 5 percent for 14 days – and clearly, we are headed in the 
wrong direction as a State. 

o Hospitalizations have increased from roughly 1,600 per day at the end of May to 3,200 per day the 
past five days. 

o The Governor urged Texans to follow the safety protocols (if you are at-risk or sick stay home; 
wash your hands; maintain distancing – and if you are in public where distancing is difficult to 
achieve, wear a face mask.)  He also stated that there will be increased State-level enforcement, 
specifically focused on bars being shut down by TABC for not following guidelines, public spaces 
such as beaches, etc. 

• The Governor acknowledged that wearing a mask in public is inconvenient and is considered by some to 
be an infringement on freedom – but he said doing so slows the spread; we need to drive down the 
hospitalization and positivity rates but we can have both jobs and health, we can be safe and be open.  
However, if the rates continue to increase, the Governor clearly stated that he would implement 
strategies short of “stay-at-home.”  His message could not have been clearer – we need to recover the 
sense of “we are in this together,” and if we can’t then it is highly likely that he will start ratcheting down 
the controls.  He stopped short of mandating covering your face in public, but he gave some authority to 
counties and cities to do so when in public spaces. 

• There have been 21 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the City limits, 16 recovered, and the last confirmed 
case in the City limits was reported on June 2nd.  There have been 13 additional confirmed cases within 
one mile of the City limits, 7 recovered, and the last confirmed case was June 15th.  However, since that 
time (in the past five days) there have been 16 additional confirmed cases in Coryell County (not counting 
the TDCJ units).  It may not be in your neighborhood, but COVID-19 isn’t going away in Coryell County. 

• None of us want to return to the days when restaurants and stores were closed, and the Governor didn’t 
say he was going to do that, but he is clearly serious about reversing the trends of the past five days. 

• Thanks to everyone who is simply doing the right thing in these difficult times.  I think all of us see the lax 
attitude that has set in, and if it continues it isn’t a question of “if” but “when”.  When we were following 
the safety protocols, the spread of COVID-19 slowed down.  I simply ask that if you are sick or at risk, 
please stay home.  Get back to washing your hands frequently, and if you are out in public and cannot 
maintain a 6-foot physical distance, cover your face.  Embrace that “we are in this together” – and we can 
reverse these trends. 

 

Bill Parry 
City Manager 


